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SUBJECT: GARBA REQUESTS MEETING JULY 30 WITH SECRETARY 
REF: STATE 167325 

1 . NIGERIAN DCM OBE TELEPHONED AF/W DIRECTOR JULY 21 TO 
SAY THAT EMBASSY HAD JUST RECEIVED REQUEST BY TELEPHONE 
FROM NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS GARBA 
FOR MEETING WITH SECRETARY JULY 30. IN RESPONSE TO OUR 
QUESTIONS, OBE SAID HE DID NOT REPEAT NOT KNOW THE 
SUBJECTS GARBA WISHED TO DISCUSS BUT HE ASSUMED THEY 
INCLUDED RHODESIA AND SOUTHERN AFRICA. OBE SAID GARBA 
WOULD ARRIVE FROM EUROPE JULY 30 AND THEN RETURN IMME- 
DIATELY TO LAGOS FOR A MEETING OF NIGERIAN CHIEFS OF 
MISSION IN AFRICAN POSTS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST 1 - 4. 

GARBA WOULD THEN GO TO THE COLOMBO NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT 
AND FOLLOW THAT WITH A MEETING OF NIGERIAN CHIEFS OF 
MISSION IN ASIA IN INDIA. OBE COMMENTED THAT THE REQUEST 
FOR A MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY WAS MADE SOON AFTER A 
MEETING OF THE SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL AND HE ASSUMED 
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COUNCIL. HE EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE GARBA ATTACHES 
TO THIS MEETING, SAYING THAT GARBA WOULD TRAVEL ANYWHERE 
IN THE U.S. TO MEET THE SECRETARY. GARBA, HE SAID, HOPES 

FOR A RESPONSE BY THE WEEKEND OF IULY 24-25. 

2. WE WOULD GREATLY APPRECIATE ANY FURTHER DETAILS YOU 
MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE REGARDING THE SUBJECTS GARBA MAY 
WISH TO DISCUSS AND, IN PARTICULAR, THE REASONS FOR THIS 
ABRUPT DEPARTURE FROM RECENT NIGERIAN POLICY. PARA 1 
REFTEL REPORTS AMBASSADOR SANU AS SAYING SOON AFTER HIS 
RETURN FROM LAGOS ON CONSULTATIONS THAT THE FEDERAL 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT DOES NOT BELIEVE THIS IS A PROPITIOUS 
TIME FOR NEW NIGERIAN INITIATIVES VIS-A-VIS THE U.S. THUS, 

SANU SAID, PROPOSALS FOR HIGH LEVEL VISITS WOULD NOT 
ENCOUNTER AN ENTHUSIASTIC FMG RESPONSE UNTIL AFTER NEXT 
JANUARY. 

ROBINSON 
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